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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States 

2. Claims 1 -3, 6-9 & 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being' 
anticipated by Lee (U.S. Patent Number 5823724). Lee discloses the track (18) having 
the first wall (19) (See Figure 1) and the second wall (37) (See Figure 1) that define the 
interior cavity (See Figure 1) wherein the first wall (19) (See Figure 1) has the slot (20) 
(See Figure 1), the track (18) attached to the interior structure (22 & 27) (See Figures 1 
& 2); and at least one bracket (45) (See Figure 2) secured to the track (18) (See Figure 
2), each bracket (45) having the cam (See Figure 2) on the inner end and the receptacle 
(See Figures 2 & 4) (which meets the limitation of applicant's invention) on the outer 
end (See Figure 2) (See Column 3, lines 23 - 25), the cam (See Figure 2) having the 
neck (See Figure 2) that receives the slot (20) of the track (18) with the cam (See Figure 
2) received in the interior cavity of the track (18) in the range of positions and being 
selectively locked to the track (18) at the selected position on the track (18) (See Figure 
1-3). 
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Regarding claim 2, Lee further discloses the track (18) further comprises the cam 
lock bar (19) disposed inside the interior cavity of the track (18) (See Figures 1 & 2) and 
extending parallel to the slot (20), the cam lock bar (19) cooperating with the cam (45) 
that is placed in the first orientation (See Figures 2 & 4) to move the bracket (45) 
relative to the track (18) and is placed in the second orientation to lock the bracket (45) 
to the track (18). 

Regarding claim 3, Lee further discloses the cam lock bar (1 9) further comprises 
two spaced bars that each have the undulating edge formed by the series of smoothly 
curved surfaces wherein the bars are located in the opposing relationship to define the 
space between the edges that is arranged in the repeating pattern of narrow and wide 
areas (See Figures 1 - 4 & 6). 

Regarding claim 6, Lee further discloses the track (18) is secured to the visible 
surface (See Figure 1) of the interior structure (27 & 28) (See Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 7, Lee further discloses the integral track (18) (See Figure 1) 
formed, in part, by the enclosure (10) (See Figure 1) that is secured to the back side of 
the interior panel (18) (See Figure 1), the interior panel (18) defining the slot (20) (See 
Figure 1); and at least one bracket (See Figure 2) secured to the track (18), each 
bracket (See Figure 2) having the cam (See Figure 2) on the inner end and the 
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receptacle on the outer end (See Figure 2), the cam (See Figure 2) having the neck that 
receives the slot (20) of the interior panel (18) with the cam (See Figure 2) being 
received in the enclosure (See Figure 1) in the range of positions and being selectively 
locked to the track (18) at the selected position on the track (18), wherein the enclosure 
(10) (See Figure 1) is secured to the back surface of the interior panel (18) (See Figures 
1 &2). 

Regarding claim 8, Lee further discloses the cam lock bar (19) (See Figure 1) is 
disposed within the enclosure (10) (See Figures 1 & 2) that is secured to the back 
surface of the wall (25 & 26) of the interior structure (23 & 27) (See Figures 1 & 2). 

Regarding claim 9, Lee further discloses the enclosure (10) (See Figure 1) has 
flanges (15) (See Figures 1 & 2) that is provided on opposite sides of the cam lock bar 
(19) (See Figure 1) to secure the enclosure (10) (See Figure 1) to the wall of the interior 
structure (22, 24, 25, 26 & 27) (See Figures 1 & 2). 

Regarding claim 12, Lee further discloses the receptacle (See Figures 2 & 4) 
(which meets the limitation of applicant's invention) on the outer end of the bracket (45) 
having the hook (See Figure 2) on which articles (See Figure 2) may be attached (See 
Figures 2 & 4). 
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3. Claim 1 , 2, 6, 10 & 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Hammond et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6585465). Hammond et aL, discloses the 
track (20) having the first wall (26) (See Figure 1) and the second wall (24) (See Figure 
1) that define the interior cavity (See Figure 1) wherein the first wall (26) (See Figure 1) 
has the slot (38) (See Figure 2), the track (20) attached to the interior structure (16) 
(See Figures 1 & 2); and at least one bracket (37) (See Figure 2) secured to the track 
(20) (See Figure 2), each bracket (37) having the cam (48) (See Figures 3 - 5) on the 
inner end and the receptacle (22) on the outer end (which meets the limitation of 
applicant's invention) (See Figures 3 - 5), the cam (48) (See Figure 3) having the neck 
(44B) (See Figures 3 & 5) that receives the slot (34) (See Figure 5) of the track (20) with 
the cam (48) (See Figure 3) received in the interior cavity of the track (20) (See Figures 
2 & 5) in the range of positions and being selectively locked to the track (20) at the 
selected position on the track (20) (See Figure 1 - 3). 

Regarding claim 2, Hammon et al., further discloses the track (20) further 
comprises the cam lock bar (36A & 36B) disposed inside the interior cavity of the track 
(20) (See Figure 3) and extending parallel to the slot (34) (See Figure 3), the cam lock 
bar (36A & 36B) cooperating with the cam (48) that is placed in the first orientation (See 
Figure 2) to move the bracket (37) relative to the track (20) and is placed in the second 
orientation to lock the bracket (37) to the track (20) (See Column 5, lines 23 - 65). 
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Regarding claim 6, Hammon et al., further discloses the track (20) is secured to 
the visible surface of the interior structure (See Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 10, Hammond et al., further discloses the interior structure (See 
Figure 1) is the side wall (16) of the vehicle (10) facing the inside of the vehicle (10) 
(See Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 16, Hammon et al., further discloses the bracket (37) is rotatable 
about the axis of rotation when inserted in the track (20) and the receptacle (22) (which 
meets the limitation of applicants invention) on the outer end of the bracket (37) defines 
the holder (22) oriented at the first radial position and wherein the socket is oriented at 
the second radial position on the outer end (See Column 5, lines 23 - 65). 

4. Claims 1, 6, 12, 13 & 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Wilson et al., (U.S. Patent Statutory Invention Registration Number 
H1834). Wilson et al., discloses the track (12) having the first wall (See Figure 1) and 
the second wall (See Figure 4) that define the interior cavity (See Figure 3) wherein the 
first wall (See Figure 1) has the slot (1 8), the track (12) attached to the interior structure 
(See Column 3, lines 38 -40); and at least one bracket (20) secured to the track (12) 
(See Figures 1 - 3) (See Column 3, lines 56 - 60), each bracket (20) having the cam 
(38) on the inner end and the receptacle {(See Column 3, line 63 - 64) (See Figure 3) & 
(326) (See Column 6, lines 31 - 32) (See Figure 24)} on the outer end, the cam (38) 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/701 ,469 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3782 

having the neck (36) that receives the slot (18) of the track (12) with the cam (38) 
received in the interior cavity of the track (12) in the range of positions and being 
selectively locked to the track (12) at the selected position on the track (12) (See Figure 
1-3). 

Regarding claim 6, Wilson et al., further discloses the track (12) is secured to the 
visible surface of the interior structure (See Column 3, lines 35 - 40). 

Regarding claim 12, Wilson et al., further discloses the receptacle {(See Column 
3, line 63 - 64) (See Figure 3) & (326) (See Column 6, lines 31 - 32) (See Figure 24)} 
on the outer end of the bracket (20) having the hook (306) (See Figure 24) on which 
articles (304, 320 & 321) may be attached (See Figure 24). 

Regarding claim 13, Wilson et al., further discloses the hook (306) (See Figure 
24) defines the hole (See Figure 24) to which articles (332, 304, 320 & 321) may be 
secured (See Column 6, lines 47 - 50) (See Figure 24). 

Regarding claim 15, Wilson et al, further discloses the bracket (20) (See Figure 
3) having the hook (306) (See Figure 24) on the outer end and the socket (See 
Phantom lines in Figure 24) on the outer end and wherein the plug (328) is provided on 
the article (304) to be supported by the assembly (See Figure 24), the plug (328) is 
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adapted to be received in the socket (326) (See Phantom lines in Figure 24) (See 
Column 6, lines 47 - 50) (See Figure 24). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 4 & 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wilson, et al., (U.S. Patent Statutory Invention Registration Number H1834) as applied 
to claim 1 above, and further in view of Whitehead (U.S. Patent Number 4554692). 
Wilson et al., discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 

However, Wilson et al., does not disclose the track having the keyhole opening at 
the point along the slot that the brackets are inserted into to be secured to the track. 

Whitehead teaches the track (36) has the keyhole opening (58) at the point along 
the slot (60) that the brackets (10) are inserted into to be secure to the track for purpose 
of providing easy alignment. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the track having the keyhole opening at the point along the 
slot that the brackets are inserted into to be secured to the track as taught by 
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Whitehead with the accessory strip assembly for a vehicle that is supported by an 
interior structure of the vehicle of Wilson in order to enhance easy alignment. 

Regarding claim 18, Wilson et al., discloses the invention substantially as 
claimed. Wilson et al., discloses the article (22) to be supported by the bracket (20) on 
the track (12) (See Figure 1). 

However, Wilson et al., does not disclose the article to be supported by the 
bracket on the track is selected from the group comprising: a bag; a flash light; a first aid 
kit; an accessory bag; an umbrella, a cooler, and an emergency road kit. 

It would have been obvious matter of design choice to have the article to be 
supported by the bracket on the track to be a bag, a flash light, a first aid kit, an 
accessory bag, an umbrella, a cooler and an emergency road kit, since applicant has 
not disclosed that having the article to be supported by the bracket on the track to be a 
bag, a flash light, a first aid kit, an accessory bag, an umbrella, a cooler and an 
emergency road kit solves any stated problem or is for any particular purpose and it 
appears that the invention would perform equally well with the sun visor. 

7. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hammond et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6585465 B1) as applied to claim 1 above, and 
further in view of Watkins (U.S. Patent Number 61 16485). Hammond et al., discloses 
the invention substantially as claimed. 
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However, Hammond et al, does not disclose the interior structure is the seat back 
of the vehicle seat. 

Watkins teaches the interior structure is the seat back of the vehicle seat (See 
Figure 7) for the purpose of providing multi-functional capabilities. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the interior structure the seat back of the vehicle seat as 
taught by Watkins with the accessory strip assembly for a vehicle that is supported by 
an interior structure of the vehicle of Hammond et al., in order to enhance multi- 
functional capabilities. 

8. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wilson 
et al., (U.S. Patent Statutory Invention Registration Number H1834) as applied to claim 
13 above, and further in view of Prue (U.S. Patent Number 4969917). Wilson discloses 
the invention substantially as claimed. 

However, Wilson et al., does not disclose the article is the bungee cord having 
the spring hook that is inserted into the hole defined by the hook. 

Prue teaches the article is the bungee cord (12) having the spring hook (16) that 
is inserted into the hole (18) defined by the hook (See Column 2, lines 13-15) (See 
Figure 1) for the purpose of providing security with durable flexibility. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the article the bungee cord having the spring hook that is 
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inserted into the hole as taught by Prue with the accessory strip assembly of Wilson et 
al., in order to enhance security with durable flexibility. 

9. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hammond et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6585465 B1) as applied to claim 16 above, and 
further in view of Wilson et al., (U.S. Patent Statutory Invention Registration Number 
H1834). Hammond et al., discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 

However, Hammond et al., does not disclose the plug that is provided on the 
article to be supported by the track when the plug is inserted in the socket. 

Wilson et al., teaches the plug (328) that is provided on the article (304) to be 
supported by the track (12) when the plug (328) is inserted in the socket (See Phantom 
lines in Figure 24) (See Column 6, lines 47 - 50) (See Figure 24) for the purpose of 
providing multi-functional capabilities. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the plug that is provided on the article to be supported by 
the track when the plug is inserted in the socket as taught by Wilson et al., with the 
accessory strip assembly for a vehicle that is supported by an interior structure of the 
vehicle of Wilson in order to enhance multi-functional capabilities. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

10. Claim 5 is allowed. 



Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 - 4 & 6 - 1 8 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

12. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

1 3. Applicant is duly reminded that a complete response must satisfy the 
requirements of 37 C.F. R. 1.111, including: "The reply must present arguments pointing 
out the specific distinctions believed to render the claims, including any newly presented 
claims, patentable over any applied references. A general allegation that the claims 
"define a patentable invention" without specifically pointing out how the language of the 
claims patentably distinguishes them from the references does not comply with the 
requirements of this section. Moreover, "The prompt development of a clear Issue 
requires that the replies of the applicant meet the objections to and rejections of the 
claims." Applicant should also specifically point out the support for any amendments 
made to the disclosure. See MPEP 2163.06 ll(A), MPEP 2163.06 and MPEP 714.02. 
The "disclosure" includes the claims, the specification and the drawings. 

15. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lester L. Vanterpool whose telephone number is 571- 
272-8028. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:30 - 5:00) 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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